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TOWN  HALL  CHAMBERS, 

ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. 

TO  THE  MAYOR  AND  COUNCIL  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF 
ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. 

MR.  MAYOR,  MR.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough  of 
Ashton-under-Lyne  for  the  year  1948. 

The  year  1948  has  been  a momentous  year,  for  it  has 
witnessed  the  birth  of  a “new  order”  which  has  affected  not  only 
the  Public  Health  Service  but  the  Hospital  and  General 
Practitioner  Services  as  well. 

The  National  Health  Services’  infant  appeared  in  the  early 
hours  of  July  5th,  1948 — it  was  born  out  of  Section  22  (4)  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and  was  christened: 
“The  Lancashire  County  Council  Divisional  Health  Administra- 
tion Scheme  1947”  or  for  short  “The  Personal  Health  Services.” 

The  outcome  of  this  important  obstetric  event  in  the  case 
of  non-county  boroughs  is  that  preventive  medicine  in  its 
widest  sense  has  been  cleft  in  two:  on  the  one  side  is  “the  man” 
and  on  the  other  is  “his  environment,”  and  the  authority 
responsible  for  the  one  is  not  the  authority  responsible  for  the 
other. 

Out  of  this  administrative  dichotomy  has  occurred  another 
birth,  this  time  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  who  is  expected  to 
have  the  agility  to  ride  two  horses  at  once  and  keep  them  in 
unison;  in  his  role  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  he  bestrides  the 
environmental  mare  of  the  District  Council  whilst  at  the  same 
time  breaking  in  the  County’s  Colt  of  Divisional  Administration 
as  Divisional  Medical  Officer — no  mean  acrobatic  feat  and  not 
unattended  by  danger,  for  whilst  he  may  have  a clear  idea  as 
to  the  line  each  horse  should  pursue,  the  horses  themselves  (if 
we  may  be  permitted  to  describe  District  and  County  Council 
Committees  as  such)  are  veritable  strangers  to  one  another. 

To  revert  from  similies  to  the  man  in  the  street,  if  a person 
suffering  from  consumption  wishes  for:  — 

(1)  Domestic  help, 

(2)  A new  house,  or 

(3)  To  go  to  a sanatorium, 
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the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  or  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(who  it  is  hoped  is  one  and  the  same  person)  must  at  one  moment 
assume  the  role  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  at  the  next 
that  of  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  and  finally  supplicate  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  to  request  his  admission  to  a 
sanatorium. 

A reference  to  the  section  of  this  report  dealing  with 
“General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area”  indicates 
those  services  which  after  July  5th  are  administered  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority;  some 
of  these  services  such  as  the  School  Medical  and  Midwifery 
service  were  already  administered  by  the  County,  but  in  general 
the  County  Scheme  of  administration  removed  from  District 
Councils  the  control  of  a number  of  their  services,  all  of  a 
personal  nature,  whilst  leaving  them  with  their  environmental 
services  such  as  Housing,  Water  Supply,  Food  Supply,  Hygiene 
and  Sanitation. 

As  long  as  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  is  also  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  this  cleavage  of  the  service  is  of  less  importance 
at  the  “Official  level,”  but  it  is  quite  patent  that — e.g.,  the 
committee  concerned  with  the  provision  of  a domestic  help  to 
a household,  is  not  competent  to  deal  with  any  matters  pertaining 
to  the  house  itself,  such  as  cleanliness,  sanitation  or  over- 
crowding, which  are  subjects  to  be  dealt  with  by  a committee 
of  the  District  Council. 

Whether  the  Public  Health  Services  of  Non-County 
Boroughs  will  survive  the  mutilations  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  time  alone  will  tell;  but  this  much  is  certain, 
that  because  these  services  have  achieved  such  phenomenal 
results  in  the  last  century  and  because  they  are  and  have  been 
the  sole  effective  carriers  of  the  principles  of*  preventive 
medicine,  their  decease  and  burial  would  very  shortly  be  followed 
by  a resurrection  of  the  same  principles,  but  perhaps  under  a 
new  name;  in  fact  I am  not  sure  that  this  re-birth  has  not  already 
occurred  whilst  the  mother  is  still  alive  (though  very  sick);  this 
child’s  name  is  the  Department  of  social  Medicine  and  the  birth 
occurred  in  the  Universities. 

Social  Medicine  is  the  new  synonym  for  the  “Public  Health 
Services”  and  the  terms  of  reference  for  both  are  the  same,  viz. : 
the  application  of  the  principles  of  Preventive  Medicine  to  the 
daily  life  of  men,  women  and  children  at  work  or  at  play. 
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You  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  been 
practising  Social  Medicine  for  as  long  as  your  Committee  has 
been  functioning,  which  is  certainly  longer  than  the  present 
century,  and  if  the  statistical  Health  Tables  in  this  report  are 
a measure  of  your  accomplishment,  you  have  indeed  been 
commendably  successful. 

Let  us  not,  therefore,  be  hypnotised  by  any  new  terms:  the 
Public  Health  Services  of  this  borough  (as  elsewhere)  have  a 
very  creditable  background  of  achievement,  and  whether  this 
work  is  called  Social  Medicine  or  Public  Health  in  the  future  is 
of  little  importance  provided  the  work  is  carried  on. 

Commending  this  report  to  your  notice, 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALAN  S.  SIMPSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Staff  of  the  Health  Department 


MEDICAL. 

Alan  S.  Simpson,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Loud.),  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School ' Medical  Officer, 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Officer. 

*Mary  Evans,  M.B.,  Cli.B.,  D.P.H.,  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer. 

SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 

C.  Sykes  Handforth,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I.,  M.Inst.P.C.,  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods, 
etc. 

Herbert  Hunter,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I.,  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Inspector  of  Meats  and  Other  Foods,  etc. 

C.  F.  Spencer,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I.,  Additional  Sanitary 

Inspector,  Inspector  of  Meats  and  Other  Foods,  etc. 

D.  N.  Hall,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I.,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

HEALTH  VISITORS. 

*Nurse  Chamberlain,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.  (Senior 
Nurse). 

*Nurse  Weir,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert.  • 

*Nurse  Cleary,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

*Nurse  Edwards,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

*Nurse  Malone,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

*Nurse  Wrigley,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

CLERKS. 

C.  Sharpies,  *E.  McCabe,  *B.  Wood,  E.  Waddington  and 
H.  Bray. 

*Services  with  Local  Authority  terminated  4/7/48. 

Transferred  to  Lancashire  County  Council  5/7/48, 


7 


■M'S 
03 
© ~ 
w tr. 

©p 

4) 

O 


0) 

ft  a; 
a; 


11)00 
COCO  r)< 


>,o  .3 
opq 
®°. 

o 

43 


00 

O' 


\y\ 

U 

►— 

un 

I— 

< 

K 

un 

—I 

< 

H; 

> 

T 

O 

O' 

u. 

l/n 

h- 

u 

< 

QC 


d 


o 

S 

"3 

c 


ol 

a 


§"iS  «aa 
t c c 

^-S5  rH 

u =3  t 

£°c«  . . . 

w as  ... 


c-  — 2 

^ S c 


SgCOO 

05,00 


0.3 

r4fq 

® « 
CL,  •— 

J 

ft 

4,  4) 
M o 

d H 
**«  dj 

5° 
3 p 
9 5 
Q 2 


5*00 

Sg-slisss 

£r  OOO 

w O Q,  73  WWW 

« S3  w >. 

oPr 


< <N 

l 


co 

*!  C 


^ c 

rH  *"• 


4a 

© 

Pa 


^ CO 
rH  io 

od 

+ + 


4a 

o 

w 

O 

aj 


© 

0« 


— 

if 

3 

O 

u 

O 

SQ 

© 

3 


u. 

0) 

*3 

C 

3 

i 

C 

o 


c/3 

5 

cd 

© 

A 


o 


...  © 
bo 

• .o  ^ 

: :g«g 
be  ° 

. • d g 

• • M 

• ‘ i“H  cd 
•3  © 

: 5 >> 

IN 

— . m ,C  ft 
m a,  tuo  S 

© bO  3 rri 

&J>cd  o C 
“i  = 0 3 
E3  d K„w 
d-'  bfd 

«•£  8 

4<  © Q,  fH 

81§& 


r— • 

2 

£&  I fc 


• • 

: : © 

: © 

: • > 

• > 
•i—a 

1 CO 

CD  IO 

r— a 

r— 1 

lO 

w • : 

: 1 : 

: © 

1 ** 

co  : : 

. I . <D 

3 

cd 

o 

3 

N 

© 

Pa 

4a 

© 

3 

Pa 

S 

o 

4a 


cd 

© 

A 


.2  : 
w . 
a 
© 

c/3  : 
© 

> . 
t : 

O c/3 
,P  © 

9 2 

4g 

o ° 

S 

■-."S 

2S 

© 

Pa  4a 
P © 
©p: 
3 -*-> 
AO 


a 


O' 

S 

o 

4a 


C/3 

,3 

4-> 

cd 

© 

P 


rH  00 

CO  O 


3 

s ; 

p 
So  : 
© . 


be  3 

3 :g  : 


o 

H 


: bjo 

• © 

© 2^ 

>»5  o 

L O 

©.3o 
p ,p  _r 
0 th 
© 

'S'-  o. 
So 
3o  m 
,„o-<-> 

-ft  rH  0 
Sft>2  : 

fine  • 

a a- 

M m ® 

•ft  -*5  +5  03 
ofl  dfl 

«4S  St 
d .5  *j  3 

t«) 

• /i\ 

rP 


cd 

© 

Q 


a 33  © 

SC  A 


o 

o 

o 


H 

© : 
Pa  • 

-2  : 

fl  * 

3 


cd  m 
4->  .3 

■a^ 

© 


8 


Causes  of  Death 

during  the  Year  1948. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  

2 

0 

2 

Diphtheria  

i 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

12 

13 

25 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

3 

6 

Syphilitic  Disease  

6 

1 

7 

Influenza  

6 

1 

7 

Measles 

2 

0 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis  

1 

1 

2 

M.  Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus 
(Males  only)  

2 

0 

2 

F.  Cancer  of  Uterus 

*0 

4 

4 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  

14 

10 

24 

Cancer  of  Breast  

0 

11 

11 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  (with  3 Sub.  groups) 

27 

29 

56 

Diabetes  

1 

2 

3 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  

27 

38 

65 

Heart  Disease  (with  4 Sub.  groups)  

96 

103 

199 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  ... 

16 

11 

27 

Bronchitis  , 

30 

14 

44 

Pneumonia 

9 

12 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

5 

3 

8 

Ulceration  of  the  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

4 

1 

5 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

1 

1 

2 

Appendicitis 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  (with  4 Sub. 
groups)  

5 

10 

15 

Nephritis  

3 

10 

13 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis  (with 
2 Sub.  groups)  

0 

0 

0 

Other  Maternal  Causes  (with  2 Sub.  groups) 

0 

0 

0 

Premature  Birth  

7 

5 

12 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injury, 
Infantile  Disease  (with  2 Sub.  groups) 

9 

6 

15 

Suicide 

3 

3 

6 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

2 

0 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes  

8 

3 

11 

All  Other  Causes  (with  14  Sub.  groups)  ... 

21 

28 

49 

326 

325 

650 
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Comments  on  the  Vital  Statistics 

for  1948 

GENERAL 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  1948  was  18.5  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  which  is  slightly  lower  than  the  5 years’  average 
1943-47,  and  nearly  3 points  lower  than  1947,  which  was  a 
phenomenally  high  rate. 

The  crude  death  rate  is  somewhat  more  stable  and  is  varying 
very  slightly  from  previous  recent  years. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  of  41  compares  favourably  with 
a previous  5 year  average  rate  of  43,  but  I think  there  is  room 
for  a reduction  here. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  conditions,  so  that  it 
is  satisfactory  to  state  that  once  more  the  maternal  mortality 
rate  is  nil. 

With  regard  to  Tuberculosis  and  Cancer,  a separate  short 
report  is  appended. 
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Infant  Deaths 

There  were  36  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  during 
1948  which  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  41  per  1,000  live 
births,  which  is  approximately  the  same  as  in  recent  years. 

21  were  males,  15  females. 

Six  of  the  36  deaths  were  illegitimate,  which  gives  an  infan- 
tile mortality  for  illegitimate  children  of  104  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births,  viz.,  almost  three  times  the  rate  for  children  born  in 
wedlock. 


INFANT  DEATHS,  1948 


Total 

Under 
1 day 

1—7 

days 

1—3 

weeks 

1—3 

months 

3—12- 

months 

All  Causes 

36 

11 

9 

2 

3 

11 

Prematurity 

13 

6 

4 

i 

2 

— 

Congenital 
Deformities 
or  Birth 
Injuries 

11 

5 

4 

i 

1 

Pneumonia 

7 

— 

— 

— 

i 

6 

Gastro-Enteritis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

i 

— 

— ' 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Causes 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

The  above  table  shows  that  22  of  the  36  deaths  were  neo- 
natal deaths,  i.e.,  occurring  during  the  first  month  of  life. 

With  regard  to  causation,  the  most  striking  feature  of  this 
table  is  that  the  two  conditions  labelled  Prematurity  and  Con- 
genital Deformities  or  Birth  Injuries  contribute  to  two-thirds  of 
the  total  infant  deaths. 
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Tuberculosis 

The  table  set  out  below  (Table  I)  shows  the  age  grouping  of 
the  new  cases  ascertained  during  1948  as  well  as  the  age  group- 
ing of  the  deaths. 

TABLE  T./I 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY 


New  C 

-ASES. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods 

Pulmc 

>nary 

No 

Pulnu 

n- 

4 nary 

Pulnu 

d nary 

Nc 

Pulm 

>n- 

onary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years 

0—  1 

1—  5 

o 

2 

1 

1 

6—10  

1 

i 

1 

10—16  

1 

i 

1 

16—20  

2 

4 

1 

1 

20—26  

4 

4 

1 

26—38  

7 

7 

1 

2 

6 

1 

36—46  

4 

6 

i 

i 

3 

45—66  

4 

1 

3 

2 

66—66 

2 

2 

i 

3 

2 

65  and  upwards... 

i 

2 

1 

TOTALS  

24 

24 

6 

0 

11 

14 

3 

3 

48 

12 

26 

6 

60  31 


Case  Kate 
per  1 ,000 


1 03 

0-27 

Death 

Rate 

per 

0-54 

0- 13 

1- 

30 

()■ 

67 

1 ,000 

From  this  it  will  be  noted  that  the  case-rate  per  1,000  of 
the  population  was  1.03  for  pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  0.27  for 
non-pulmonary. 
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The  pulmonary  death  rate  was  0.54  and  the  non-pulmonary 

0.13. 

The  trend  of  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
the  disease  as  expressed  by  the  respective  rates  is  shown  in 
Table  T.II,  which  covers  the  last  19  years,  viz.,  1930-1948  in- 
clusive. 

Incidence  and  death  rate  for  both  pulmonary  and  non- 
pulmonary  Tuberculosis  are  there  set  out  and  averaged  for  the 
19  years. 

To  illustrate  trends,  the  first  five  years  of  this  period  have 
been  averaged  and  compared  with  the  last  five  years,  with  the 
following  results:  the  Table  shows  (last  two  lines)  that  whereas 
non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  incidence  has  declined  from  0.46  to 
0.32  per  1,000,  pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has  risen  from  0.93  per 
1,000  to  1.14  per  1,000. 

The  death-rate  for  both  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  has  declined. 

Phthisis,  therefore,  whilst  not  showing  any  very  consider- 
able increase,  is  not  on  the  wane. 

These  figures,  whilst  not  alarming,  should  cause  us  to  look 
very  critically  at  our  measures  of  prevention  and  control  in  this 
disease  to  see  where  exactly  they  are  falling  short,  for  Tuber- 
culosis is,  after  all,  a preventable  disease. 
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TABLE  T./II 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Year 

Incidence 

Deaths 

Case  Rate 

per 

1,000 

Death 

Rate  per 

1,000 

Pulm’ry 

Non- 

Pulm’ry 

Total 

Pulm’ry 

Non- 

Pulm’ry 

Total 

1930 

0 

91 

0 

39 

1 

30 

0 

70 

0 

13 

0 

83 

1931 

1 

00 

0 

70 

1 

70 

0 

74 

0 

17 

0 

91 

1932 

0 

7S 

0 

32 

1 

10 

0 

66 

0 

14 

0 

80 

1933 

1 

13 

0 

47 

1 

60 

0 

45 

0 

22 

0 

67 

1 934 

0 

83 

0 

43 

1 

26 

0 

57 

0 

10 

0 

67 

1935 

0 

14 

0 

31 

1 

45 

0 

50 

0 

05 

0 

55 

1936 

0 

83 

0 

59 

1 

42 

0 

60 

0 

13 

0 

73 

1937 

0 

19 

0 

55 

1 

74 

0 

94 

0 

10 

1 

04 

1938 

0 

91 

0 

45 

1 

36 

0 

66 

0 

08 

0 

74 

1 939 

0 

81 

0 

38 

1 

19 

0 

71 

0 

06 

0 

77 

1940 

1 

10 

0 

48 

1 

58 

0 

52 

0 

19 

0 

71 

1941 

1 

10 

0 

32 

1 

42 

0 

70 

0 

13 

0 

83 

1942 

1 

10 

0 

60 

1 

70 

0 

55 

0 

12 

0 

67 

1943 

1 

1(1 

0 

59 

1 

75 

0 

52 

0 

04 

0 

56 

1944 

1 

17 

0 

27 

l 

44 

0 

45 

0 

09 

0 

54 

1 945 

1 

27 

0 

40 

1 

67 

0 

68 

0 

18 

0 

86 

1940 

1 

22 

0 

25 

1 

47 

0 

47 

0 

05 

0 

52 

1947 

1 

02 

0 

42 

1 

44 

0 

53 

0 

19 

0 

72 

1948 

1 

03 

0 

27 

1 

30 

0 

54 

0 

13 

0 

67 

TOTAL 

19 

70 

8 

19 

27 

89 

1 1 

49 

2 

30 

13 

79 

Average  for 

19  years 

1 

04 

0 

43 

1 

47 

0 

60 

0 

12 

0 

72 

Average  for  first 
5-year  period 
1 930  34 

0 

93 

0 

46 

1 • 39 

0 

62 

0 

15 

0 

77 

Average  for  last 
6-year  period 
1944-48 

1 • 14 

0 

32 

1-40 

0 

61 

0 

13 

0 

64 

14 


Cancer 

The  number  of  deaths  occurring  where  cancer  was  entered 
as  a cause  of  death  was  97,  giving  a death  rate  of  2.09  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  This  is  an  increase  on  last  year’s  figures,  and 
a slight  increase  on  the  five  years’  average  1943-1947. 

The  age  grouping  of  these  deaths  and  separation  into  sexes 
is  shown  in  the  attached  Table. 


CANCER  DEATHS,  1948 


Age  Groups 

Males 

Females 

Total 

15—20 

— 

— 

— 

20—35 

— 

— 

— 

35—40 

1 

— 

1 

40—45 

— 

1 

1 

45—50 

3 

1 

4 

50 — 55 

4 

6 

10 

55—00 

10 

8 

18 

60—65 

4 

10 

14 

65 — 70 

12 

7 

19 

70—75 

4 

8 

12 

75  and  over 

3 

15 

18 

TOTAL 

41 

56 

97 

The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  cancer  in  each  of  the 
last  11  years  was  as  follows: — 


1938  ... 

...  90 

1943  ... 

...  96 

1939  ... 

...  85 

1944  ... 

...  86 

1940  ... 

...  87 

1945  ... 

...  99 

1941  ... 

...  70 

1946  ... 

...  89 

1942  ... 

...  98 

1947  ... 

...  74 

1948  ... 

...  97 

15 


The  Prevalence  and  Control  over 
Infectious  Diseases. 

GENERAL 

Table  I.D./I  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  1948,  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  number 
removed  to  hospital. 

Table  I.D./II  shows  the  trend  of  notification  since  the  com- 
mencement of  this  century. 

Two  comments  might  be  made:  Firstly,  Diphtheria  incidence, 
though  greater  than  in  1947,  is  considerably  lower  than  the  last 
10-yearly  average;  secondly,  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  appreciably 
more  prevalent  than  in  recent  years. 

The  area  escaped  the  recent  poliomyelitis  epidemic. 


SCARLET  FEVER 

One  hundred  and  thirty-one  cases  were  notified  and  the  age 
distribution  was  as  follows : — 


Age  Group. 

Number  of  Cases 

0- 

-5 

29 

5- 

-10 

39 

10—15 

43 

Over  15 

20 

MEASLES  ANI)  WHOOPING  COUGH 


Year 

Cases 

Notified 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

1039 

0 

8 

1940 

686 

129 

1941 

200 

128 

1942 

521 

39 

1943 

365 

197 

1944 

419 

09 

1945 

233 

34 

1946 

136 

175 

1947 

690 

48 

1948 

439 

230 

16 


TABLE  I. D/I 


The  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 
were  as  follows : — 


Hospital 

Disease 

Total 
Cases 
at  all 
Ages 

Total 

Deaths 

Total 
Cases 
removed 
to  Hospital 

Deaths  in 
Hospital 
of  persons 
belonging 
to  district 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup 

19 

2 

15 

Erysipelas 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

131 

— 

51 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 
Paratyphoid) 

2 



1 



Puerperal  Pyrexia  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

1 44 

21 

1 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

i ** 

48 

26 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

12 

6 

— 

— 

Measles 

439 

2 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

236 

2 

4 

— 

Polio-Encephalitis  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

2 

2 

2 

Totals 

952 

60 

77 

— 

17 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


TABLE  I.D./II 

NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED 


Year 

Smallpox 

Diphtheria 

CO 

ra 

1 

•j) 

b 

w 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Enteric 

Fever 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non- 

Pul  raon ary 
Tuberculosis 

Acute 
Primary 
| Pneumonia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

!/) 

8-al 

•S.S.5 

u a e 
° £ 

Acute 

1 Poliomyelitis 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

Dysentery 

Totals 

1000 

5 

0 

114 

3 

58 

180 

1001 

— 

12 

— 

252 

2 

— 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

305 

1002 

22 

21 

— 

207 

5 

— 

50 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

311 

1003 

160 

12 

11 

52 

3 

— 

43 

271 

1004 

117 

26 

33 

302 

4 

— 

20 

510 

100ft 

40 

12 

18 

100 

8 

— 

30 

200 

mm 

110 

10 

27 

07 

4 

— 

10 

270 

1007 

8 

0 

27 

200 

1 

— 

17 

340 

loos 

— 

14 

10 

224 

1 

— 

30 

288 

1000 

— 

30 

38 

201 

5 

— 

54 

388 

1010 

— 

0 

30 

140 

1 

— 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

215 

1011 

i 

20 

43 

123 

1 

— 

33 

01 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

328 

1012 

— 

17 

40 

41 

*> 

— 

32 

02 

— 

— 

11 

— 

1 

— 

— 

242 

1013 

— 

17 

25 

228 

5 

— 

13 

117 

20 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

438 

1014 

— 

20 

45 

367 

1 

— 

14 

102 

6 

— 

i 

i 

— 

— 

— 

540 

lOlf) 

— 

14 

28 

147 

— 

— 

11 

70 

12 

— 

4 

i 

— 

— 

— 

206 

1010 

i 

20 

23 

42 

1 

— 

12 

83 

18 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

203 

1017 

— 

16 

10 

31 

3 

— 

8 

54 

17 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

140 

1018 

— 

13 

0 

30 

— 

— 

0 

105 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

173 

1010 

— 

18 

10 

90 

1 

— 

3 

07 

16 

04 

8 

2 

— 

i 

3 

321 

1020 

— 

25 

23 

100 

6 

— 

10 

88 

24 

04 

8 

— 

— 

4 



417 

1021 

— 

25 

13 

71 

11 

— 

0 

02 

34 

87 

8 

— 



•> 

— 

322 

1 022 

— 

22 

10 

100 

1 

— 

10 

40 

45 

117 

8 

2 

— 

I 

— 

308 

1023 

— 

13 

12 

133 

7 

— 

0 

63 

47 

108 

8 

— 

— 

3 

— 

300 

1024 

77 

16 

0 

141 

2 

— 

7 

61 

31 

07 

5 

— 

— 

1 1 

— 

413 

1026 

12 

10 

13 

110 

6 

3 

40 

30 

00 

4 

— 

— 

l 

— 

851 

1 020 

1 

10 

14 

00 

3 

— 

r> 

00 

40 

85 

0 

— 

1 

3 



315 

1027 

— 

20 

ID 

HO 

3 

4 

2 

62 

51 

72 

0 

— 

— 

2 

— 

312 

1028 

12 

27 

21 

80 

7 

2 

4 

70 

30 

100 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

303 

1020 

31 

10 

13 

86 

3 

5 

1 

07 

40 

1 fiH 

3 

1 

— 

\ 

— 

433 

1030 

00 

30 

26 

350 

— 

o 

3 

60 

21 

01 

8 

— 

— 

i 

— 

000 

1031 

1 

13 

10 

201 

1 

4 

— 

52 

38 

80 

3 

3 

— 

i 

— 

422 

1032 

— 

22 

18 

103 

4 

1 

42 

20 

00 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

371 

1033 

10 

22 

73 

2 

6 

— 

67 

24 

130 

8 

— 

— 

i 

— 

330 

1 034 

— 

88 

10 

03 

2 

4 

— 

42 

22 

100 

4 

i 

— 

— . 

— 

325 

1 036 

— 

08 

31 

00 

i 

10 

— 

57 

10 

78 

0 

i 

— 

2 

— 

337 

1030 

— 

127 

87 

170 

2 

10 

1 

40 

34 

85 

3 

i 

— 

1 

— 

520 

1037 

— 

243 

26 

233 

ii 

22 

1 

00 

30 

07 

5 

1 

— 

2 

5 

727 

1038 

— 

226 

20 

110 

— 

37 

2 

44 

22 

00 

5 

3 

3 

— 

2 

554 

1 089 

— 

84 

17 

60 

— 

28 

— 

30 

18 

07 

5 

0 

I 

— 

— 

324 

1040 

— 

60 

12 

42 

— 

27 

i 

51 

22 

05 

*1 

21 

— 

— 

— 

334 

1041 

— 

38 

12 

48 

— 

28 

7 

51 

14 

80 

F) 

10 

4 

— 

— 

304 

1042 

— 

42 

20 

80 

— 

28 

i 

40 

27 

86 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

354 

1043 

— 

01 

21 

08 

— 

10 

— 

43 

22 

120 

10 

4 

— 

— 

— 

404 

1044 

— 

oo 

17 

03 

— 

13 

i 

48 

15 

31 

o 

4 

— 

— 

— 

254 

1046 

— 

04 

0 

41 

— 

7 

— 

50 

18 

38 

T 

3 

— 

— 

— 

234 

1040 

— 

26 

12 

27 

— 

8 

i 

57 

11 

68 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

205 

1047 

— 

11 

12 

20 

— 

7 

i 

48 

20 

31 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

158 

1048 

10 

14 

131 

2 

2 

48 

12 

44 

0 

1 

4 

277 

18 


DIPHTHERIA 


There  were  19  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year, 
and  2 deaths  from  the  disease. 

Fifteen  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Of  the  19  cases 
notified  9 were  immunised. 

The  age  grouping  of  the  cases  was  as  follows : — 


Ages 

Number 

Notified 

Number 

Immunised 

0—5 

4 

2 

5—10 

11 

5 

10—15 

2 

2 

Over  15  years 

2 

— 

TOTAL 

19 

9 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


School. 

Pre-School. 

Total. 

Children  Immunised  from  1934-1936... 

124 

...  

124 

„ „ in  1937  

219 

...  46  ... 

265 

» „ „ 1938  

174 

...  54  ... 

228 

» „ 1939  

33 

...  23  ... 

56 

„ „ 1940  

147 

...  178  ... 

325 

„ „ „ 1941  

1933 

...  422  ... 

2355 

..  „ „ 1942  

185 

...  525  ... 

710 

„ „ „ 1943  

616 

...  680  .... 

1296 

,,  „ 1944  

615 

...  626  ... 

1241 

„ 1945  

103 

...  411  ... 

514 

„ „ „ 1946  

209 

...  364  ... 

573 

» „ „ 1947  

164 

...  282  ... 

446 

„ „ „ 1948  

176 

...  527  ... 

703 

Total  Immunised  at  31/12/48  

4698 

...  4138  ... 

8836 

Total  Immunised  under  5 years  and 
between  5 and  15  years  at  31/12/48... 

4487  . 

..  1331  . 

..  5818 

Percentage  Immunised  at  31/12/48  ... 

76%  • 

..  33%  . 

• • 54% 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE 


The  following  shows  the  work  carried  out  at  the  Venereal 
Diseases  Clinic  at  the  Ashton-under-Lyne  District  Infirmary  and 
the  decrease  in  the  numbers  since  1947. 


1947.  1948. 

Patients  under  treatment  at  January  1st  ...  163  ...  150 

New  cases  admitted  during  the  year  233  ...  170 

Total  attendances  3132  ...  2976 

Patients  receiving  treatment  at  the  end  of 

the  year  150  ...  125 


Pathological  examinations  for  V.D.  Patients  1023  ...  549 

Of  the  170  (233-1947)  new  cases  admitted  during  the  year, 
64  (102-1947)  were  Ashton  residents.  There  were  59  (70-1947) 
cases  found  not  to  be  V.D. 

Penicillin  is  available  for  specified  cases.  Service  cases  are  now 
reporting  for  continuation  tests  in  fair  numbers. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  Area 


I.— SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  MANCHESTER  REGIONAL 

HOSPITAL  BOARD 

A.  General  Hospitals 

The  District  Infirmary  and  the  Lake  Hospital,  Ashton-under- 
Lyne,  are  both  controlled  and  administered  by  the  Manchester 
Regional  Hospital  Board  acting  through  their  Ashton,  Hyde  and 
Glossop  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

Both  hospitals  admit  medical  and  surgical  cases;  the  District 
Infirmary  have  an  out-patient  department  and  the  Lake  Hospital 
provide,  through  their  Maternity  Department,  maternity  beds 
and  an  ante-natal  clinic,  which,  in  general,  may  be  said  to  be 
utilised  by  one-half  (approximately)  the  maternity  cases 
occurring  in  Ashton-under-Lyne. 

It.  Infectious  Diseases 

The  Hyde  Isolation  Hospital  continues  to  take  the  majority 
of  Ashton’s  cases  which  require  to  be  isolated. 

Other  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  in  the  Board’s  area,  on 
occasion,  take  our  cases. 

Smallpox.  The  Regional  Board  would  indicate  which  of  their 
Smallpox  Hospitals  would  be  used  in  the  event  of  a case 
occurring. 

C.  Tuberculosis  Services 

The  T.B.  Dispensary,  Lees  Street,  is  now  administered  by 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  though  certain  aspects  of  this  work, 
more  particularly  the  domiciliary  visiting  of  cases  and  contacts, 
come  within  the  domain  of  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  Medical 
Officer  (the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  Health  Division  No. 
17). 


The  times  for  attendance  at  the  Dispensary  are  as  follows : — 

Tuesdays  2-0  to  4-0  p.m. 

Fridays  10-0  to  12-0  noon. 
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II— SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  LOCAL  HEALTH 
AUTHORITY 

Lancashire  County  Council  are  the  Local  Health  Authority 
ior  the  Ashton-under-Lyne  area,  and  they  have  set  up  a 
Divisional  Scheme  of  Administration  covering  the  whole  of  the 
County  of  Lancashire. 

Ashton-under-Lyne  is  one  of  the  six  constituent  districts 
in  Health  Division  No.  17,  which  is  comprised  as  follows: — 

ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE  BOROUGH 
MOSSLEY  BOROUGH 
AUDENSHAW  URBAN  DISTRICT 
DENTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 
DROYLSDEN  URBAN  DISTRICT 
LIMEHURST  (part)  RURAL  DISTRICT 
(except  Parish  of  Woodhouses) 

The  services  which  are  provided  by  Lancashire  County 
Council,  with  effect  from  July  5th,  1948,  are  as  follows: — 

1.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

2.  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE 

3.  MIDWIFERY 

4.  HEALTH  VISITING 

5.  HOME  NURSING 

6.  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

7.  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

8.  PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

9.  DOMESTIC  HELP 

10.  MENTAL  HEALTH 

11.  HEALTH  EDUCATION  AND  PROPAGANDA 

The  above  services  are  administered  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  acting  through  their  Divisional  Health  Com- 
mittee No.  17. 

The  Medical  Officer  locally  responsible  for  the  above  Local 
Health  Authority  Services  in  the  area  is : — 

DR.  ALAN  S.  SIMPSON, 

DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER, 

DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  OFFICES, 

ST.  MICHAEL’S  SQUARE, 
ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. 

A brief  resume  of  the  above  services  as  available  to  residents 
in  Ashton-under-Lyne  is  set  out  below,  the  items  being  listed  in 
the  order  as  shown  above : — 
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1.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 


Child  Welfare 
Centres 
held  at 


Clinic  5:  Enville  House, 
Scotland  Street. 
Clinic  6 : Richmond  House, 
Richmond  Street. 
Clinic  7 : Ormonde  Street, 
Hurst. 


2 p.m. 
Thursdays, 

2 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 
2 p.m. 


Tuesdays, 


Ante-Natal 

Clinics 


Clinic  5:  Enville  House,  Alternate 

Scotland  Street.  Fridays, 

Clinic  6 : Richmond  House,  2 p.m. 

Richmond  Street. 


2.  School  Medical  Service 

The  School  Clinic  at  Water  Street  is  open  throughout  the 
week  and  provides  the  following  Clinics: — 

MINOR  AILMENTS 
OPHTHALMIC 
ORTHOPAEDIC 
AURAL 

DENTAL  (when  Staff  available). 

3.  Midwives 

The  following  are  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  Midwives 
practising  in  Ashton  as  at  31st  December,  1948: — 

MRS.  B.  J.  EG-ERTON, 

57,  Ladbrooke  Road.  Tel.  No.  ASHton  2063. 
MRS.  J.  GRIFFITHS, 

1,  Crowthorn  Road.  Tel.  No.  ASHton  2107. 
MRS.  A.  HARROP, 

5,  Ney  Street,  Waterloo.  Tel.  No.  ASHton  2033. 
MRS.  S.  A.  SIDEBOTTOM, 

16,  Hurst  Hall  Drive.  Tel.  No.  ASHton  2615. 

4.  Health  Visitors 

Office:  Town  Hall  Chambers,  Ashton-under-Lyne. 

NURSE  CHAMBERLAIN, 

NURSE  WEIR, 

NURSE  CLEARY, 

NURSE  EDWARDS, 

NURSE  MALONE, 

NURSE  WRIGLEY, 

NURSE  BEAUMONT. 
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5.  Home  Nursing 

The  District  Nurses’  Home  is  at: — 

HEATH  LEA,  211,  MOSSLEY  ROAD.  TEL.  NO.  ASH  2452 

6.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Is  provided  by  doctors  in  practice  or  at  the : — 

SCHOOL  CLINIC,  WATER  STREET:  TUESDAYS  10  a.m. 

7.  Ambulance  Services 

Central  Depot  for  the  Division : — 

LORD  STREET  GARAGE.  TEL.  NO.  ASHton  2297/8. 


Tabular  Summary  of  Work  during'  1948. 


Number 


Nature  of  case,  removed. 

Private  Removals  2839 

Road  Accidents  50 

Medical  Emergencies  102 

Works  Accidents  85 

Domestic  Accidents  84 

Bodies  to  Mortuary  30 


Number 

Local  Authority.  Removed 

Ashton  Borough  1831 

Droylsden  Urban  District  444 
Audens'haw  Urban  District  548 

Waterloo  121 

Mossley  Borough  82 

Lake  Hospital  48 

L.C.C.,  P.A.C 116 


3190  3190 


The  total  mileage  covered  by  the  four  ambulances  owned  by 
the  Corporation  during  this  period  was  19,070  miles. 

9.  Domestic  Help 

This  service  is  being  developed  and  it  is  hoped  that  shortly 
Ashton-under-Lyne  will  be  covered  by  the  Scheme. 

All  enquiries  regarding  the  above  services  should  be  made  to 
the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  at  the  Divisional  Health  Offices, 
St.  Michael’s  Square,  Ashton-under-Lyne. 

There  are  two  Day  Nurseries  in  the  area,  one  at  the  West 
End  Council  School,  and  the  other  at  St.  John’s  School,  Hurst. 
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Environmental  Health  Services 

Embodying  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  the  Year  1948 


Housing  Statistics 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 232 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities Nil. 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 34* 

* Temporary. 

1.  — Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  homing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts) 2547 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  6045 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  to  1932  165 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  319 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  38 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 2338 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers 2173 
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3. — Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  wex-e  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  for’mal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied 99 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners 75 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 36 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 10 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil. 
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4. — Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year 181 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 220 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 990 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 195 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year 30 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  135 

Sanitary  Improvements 

Towards  the  end  of  1947  the  Council  considered  the  question 
of  making  a grant  towards  the  cost  of  converting  waste-water 
closets  into  fresh-water  closets,  and  adopted  a scheme  whereby 
an  allowance  of  £5  was  made  for  each  fresh-water  closet  thus 
provided.  Since  its  inception,  75  conversions  have  taken  place, 
and  during  the  year  1948,  43  waste-water  closets  were  abolished 
and  43  fresh-water  closets  provided  in  substitution. 

Sanitary  accommodation  at  shops,  cafes,  licensed  premises, 
etc.,  has  been  regularly  inspected  and  a great  many  improve- 
ments have  been  carried  out — in  some  cases  improvements  of  a 
major  character. 


Smoke  Abatement 

During  the  year  12  half-hourly  observations  of  smoke 
emission  from  factory  chimneys  within  the  Borough  were  taken. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  chief  offender  in  connection  with  the 
emission  of  smoke  is  the  domestic  chimney  and,  so  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  there  is  no  legal  power  to  deal  with  this  emission. 
With  the  increase  in  the  supply  of  smokeless  fuel,  it  is  hoped  that 
matters  will  gradually  improve  in  this  respect,  and  it  is  also 
anticipated  that  with  the  improvement  in  the  class  of  fuel  avail- 
able to  factories,  smoke  emission  from  this  source  will  gradually 
be  reduced. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

1.— INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 

The  following  table  shows  the  registration,  etc.,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  supply  of  milk  in  the  district: — 

No.  of  Dairy  Farms 15 

No.  of  Milk  Purveyors 101 

No.  of  Supplementary  Licences  for  the 

Distribution  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  3 

No.  of  Supplementary  Licences  for  the 

Distribution  of  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  3 

Systematic  inspection  of  the  premises  upon  which  milk  is 
either  produced,  treated  or  stored,  was  carried  out  during  the 
year.  Generally  speaking,  conditions  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  samples  submitted 
for  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories: — 

MILK 


Methylene  Blue  Test  . . 

. 100 

No.  satisfactory  ... 
No.  unsatisfactory.,. 

97 

3 

Phosphatase  Test 

. 97 

No.  satisfactory  ... 
No.  unsatisfactory.. 

88 

9 

Bacterial  Count 

. 3 

No.  unsatisfactory.. 

3 

2.— FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS 


During  the  year  under  review,  117  samples  were  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination.  The  details  of 
these  samples  are  as  follows : — 


Milk  

Sausages  . . . 
Meat  Pies  ... 
Ice  Cream  ... 


91 

12 

6 

8 
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The  attached  table  gives  particulars  of  the  samples  found 
upon  analysis  to  have  been  adulterated  or  below  standard: — 


Sample 

No. 

Sample. 

Adulteration  or 
Offence. 

Remarks. 

589. 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  8.1% 

Vendor  warned. 

594. 

Milk 

Added  water  75% 

Informal  sample. 

596. 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  2.8% 

Vendor  warned. 

668. 

Sausage 

Deficient  in  meat 
content  18% 

Informal  sample. 

670. 

Sausage 

Deficient  in  meat 
content  38% 

Informal  sample. 

684. 

Milk 

Deficient  in  non-fatty 
solids  1.7% 

Vendor  warned. 

689. 

Sausage 

Deficient  in  meat 
content  44% 

Fined  £10  plus  £3/3/0 
costs. 

693. 

Sausage 

Deficient  in  meat 
content  32'  ,, 

Fined  £10  plus  £3/3/0 
costs. 

695. 

Sausage 

Deficient  in  meat 
content  20% 

Fined  £10  plus  £1/1/0 
costs. 
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3.— MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  the  action  taken  in 
connection  with  meat  killed  for  human  consumption  within  the 
Borough : — 


TABLE  No.  2 


Carcases  with  all  organs  condemned  as  totally  unfit 
for  human  consumption 


Animals. 


Inflammatory  Other 

Tuberculosis.  Accidents.  Diseases.  Conditions 


Cows 

Bulls 

Bullocks 

Heifers  ... 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 


24 


1 


6 


1 

3 

3 


6 

1 


16 

11 

4 


Carcases  partially  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 


Inflammatory  Other 

Animals.  Tuberculosis.  Accidents.  Diseases.  Conditions 


Cows 

Bulls 

Bullocks 

Heifers  ... 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 


46 

2 

2 

4 


6 


1 


2 


3 

5 

1 


2 


4 

2 


All  animals  are  killed  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughter- 
house in  Dukinfield,  and  the  Inspectors  of  the  Corporation  carry 
out  duty  at  this  slaughterhouse  on  alternate  weeks. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  carcases 
inspected  and  an  increase,  as  compared  with  1947,  in  the  number 
of  visits  made  to  the  slaughterhouse. 
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TABLE  No.  S 

Various  Organs  Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Tuberculosis: 

Bovines  ... 
Pigs 


tn 
' a 


tn 

Li 

| 

6 

c fi 
43 

D 

03 

03 

43 

> 

3 

w 

u 

m 

03 

G 

fc 

4— » 

c 

£ 

c 

tn 

u 

m 

>» 

43 

bfl 

c3 

L. 

sz 

hi) 

G 

o 

bo 

c 

3 

Li 

03 

> 

3 

Li 

a 

Pk 

s 

o 

-eJ 

$4 

5? 

4) 

M 

s 

4> 

8t 

4> 

tn 

4> 

s 

W3 

<13 

4-» 

G 

M 

<D 

T3 

G 

TJ 

3 

a. 

a 

0 

Tails 

284 

513 

197 

77 

83 

156 

256 

256 

48 

38 

217 

18 

6 2 — 


Inflammatory  Diseases: 


Bovines  ... 

3 

3 

255 

141  194 

11 

40 

112 

25 

25  58  44 

76  — 

Pigs 

— 

— 

8 

3 — 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 — — 

1 — 

Sheep 

1 

1 

10 

10  — 

— 

10 

10 

— 

— — — 

— — 

Parasitic  Diseases: 

Bovines  ...  — — 107  505  — — — — — — — 9 — — 

Pigs  ...  — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Sheep  ...  — — 22  491  — — 16  15  — — — — — — 

Other  Diseases: 

Bovines  ...  3 3 122  128  — — — 1 1 1 — — — — 

Pigs  ...  — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 


The  following  table  gives  some  idea  of  the  work  involved 


in  this  particular  branch  of  my  department: 

No.  of  visits  to  slaughter-houses  during  1948  . 

..  184 

No.  of  visits  to  food  premises  and  markets 

..  879 

No.  of  carcases  inspected: — 

Cattle  and  Calves  

..  3216 

Sheep  and  Lambs  

..  5827 

Pigs  

..  123 

Total 

9166 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offals  destroyed  during  the 
year  as  diseased,  unsound  and  unfit  for  the  food  of  man  was 
75,509  lbs.,  or  33  tons  14  cwts.  21  tbs. 
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4.— MARKETS  AND  SHOPS 


Foodstuffs  exposed  for  sale  in  the  public  market  and  in  the 
various  shops  in  the  town  were  regularly  inspected  during  the 
year. 

A large  number  of  visits  were  paid  to  food  stores  and  food 
preparing  premises,  and  action  was  taken  to  effect  improvement 
at  various  premises,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  in  this  effort 
we  had  the  full  co-operation  of  the  occupiers  and  owners  of  the 
premises. 


5.— RAT  REPRESSION 

The  Department  continues  to  employ  two  whole-time  Rodent 
Operators,  who,  together  with  the  professional  members  of  the 
Staff,  have  been  actively  engaged  during  the  year  on  the 
investigation  of  rat  and  mice  infestation. 

During  the  year,  4,176  visits  were  paid  in  this  regard. 


Contagious  Diseases  of  Animals 

The  Borough  was  not  included  in  any  area  for  the  restricted 
movement  of  animals  under  the  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  or 
Swine  Fever  Regulations  during  the  year.  There  were  two 
suspected  cases  of  Swine  Fever  reported;  these  were  notified  to 
the  Ministry,  but  Swine  Fever  was  not  confirmed. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

During  1948,  two  Council  houses  were  disinfested  on  account 
of  the  presence  of  bed  bugs,  and  six  other  privately  owned  houses 
were  treated  in  the  same  manner. 

In  addition,  many  enquiries  were  received  as  to  the  best 
method  of  treating  these  pests,  and  appropriate  advice  was  given. 
In  certain  cases,  proposed  tenants  of  Council  houses  have  had 
their  furniture  and  effects  disinfested  by  hydrocyanide  gas  prior 
to  removal.  In  such  instances,  bedding  is  removed  by  this  depart- 
ment and  disinfested  by  steam  at  the  Town’s  Yard. 
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Scabies 

The  Scabies  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Disinfection  Station. 
Town’s  Yard. 

This  building  was  originally  constructed  for  the  disinfection 
of  Smallpox  contacts,  and  is  suitable  for  treating  cases  of 
Scabies.  There  is  a Waiting  Room,  Bath  Room,  Treatment  and 
Dressing  Room  and  a Discharge  Room.  Clothes  for  stoving  are 
passed  through  a revolving  cupboard  in  the  bathroom  to  the 
disinfector  next  door. 

Treatments  by  appointment  are  given  on  Monday,  Tuesday, 
Thursday  and  Friday — women  and  children  in  the  mornings  and 
men  in  the  afternoons.  A following-up  Clinic  is  held  at  the 
School  Clinic  every  Wednesday  morning,  when  cases  are  seen 
by  the  Medical  Officer. 

The  Health  Visitors-School  Nurses  treat  the  women  and 
children  and  a male  attendant  treats  the  men. 

The  treatment  given  is  a bath,  followed  by  an  application  of 
Benzyl-Benzoate  Emulsion.  Each  patient  is  told  to  bring  a 
change  of  clean  clothes.  Typewritten  instructions  are  given 
regarding  clothing  and  other  necessary  precautions.  The  local 
doctors  have  been  notified  of  these  arrangements. 

Fresh  sources  of  infection  come  into  the  town  from  time  to 
time.  By  careful  following  up  of  contacts  to  known  cases,  and 
by  treating  whole  families  the  infection  has  been  kept  down.  In 
difficult  cases,  and  particularly  when  re-infection  occurs,  action 
has  been  taken  under  the  Scabies  Order,  1941 — to  ensure  the 


medical  examination  and  treatment  of  contacts. 

Individual  No.  of  Patients  treated 
for  Scabies  in  1948: — 

Attendances. 

Pre-School  Children 

4 

4 

School  Children  

22 

24 

Adults  

12 

17 

Total  

38 

45 
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Water  Supply 

The  Water  Supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and 
quality.  There  has  been  filtration  of  all  supplies.  Chlorination 
at  the  Brushes  and  Yeoman  Hey  Filterhouses  and  Ozonisation  at 
Knott  Hill. 

During  the  year  4 chemical  and  44  bacteriological  samples 
were  taken,  and  the  results  returned  were  considered  very 
satisfactory. 

Swimming  Baths 

The  Corporation  Baths  have  the  following  bathing  accom- 
modation : — 

1 large  Swimming  Bath  (100ft.  x 40ft.  (120,000  gallons) 
35  Private  Slipper  Baths  (22  Gents’  and  13  Ladies’) 

3 Zotofoam  Baths. 

The  swimming  bath  water  is  purified  by  “Bells”  Filtration 
Plant,  having  a four-hour  turnover. 

The  pumps  extract  15,000  gallons  of  water  from  the  top 
and  a similar  amount  from  the  bottom  hourly. 

Chlorination  is  maintained  constantly  at  0.5  throughout  the 
bath. 

Tests  are  taken  two  and  three  times  per  day  also  for 
alkilinity  at  7.0/7.6  to  give  perfect  filtration. 

Warm  showers  are  provided  to  enable  each  bather  to  wash 
under  fresh,  clean,  running  water  before  entering  the  swimming 
bath. 

The  private  slipper  baths  are  fitted  with  unlimited  supplies 
of  hot  and  cold  water. 

Zotofoam  sweating  baths  are  provided  on  a modern  scale 
with  shampoo  and  rest  rooms.  Brine  and  Pine  are  also  given 
with  these  baths. 

Zotofoam  baths  provide  the  advantages  of  a Turkish  bath 
without  the  use  of  a very  hot  room,  the  room  being  kept  at 
approximately  80  deg.  F. 
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The  attendances  at  the  Baths  during  1948  were  as  follows : — 

Swimming  Baths 61,354 

Private  Slipper  Baths 45,899 

Zotofoam  Sweating  Bath  2,396 


Total  109,649 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Vollum,  the  Baths  Superinten- 
dent, for  kindly  supplying  me  with  much  information  and  for  his 
co-operation  in  matters  connected  with  the  general  arrange- 
ments. 


DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  AND  WORK  CARRIED 

OUT  DURING  1948 

Number  of  inspections  (including  housing)  6018 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  4017 

Number  of  visits  to  common  lodging-houses,  furnished 

rooms  and  dwelling-vans  15 

Number  of  visits  to  slaughter-houses  184 

Number  of  visits  to  cowsheds  and  dairies 74 

Number  of  visits  to  bakehouses 329 

Number  of  visits  to  food  stores  and  food  preparing 

premises  879 

Number  of  visits  to  fish-friers 49 

Number  of  visits  to  factories  and  workshops 568 

Number  of  visits  to  offensive  trade  premises 7 

Number  of  visits  re  rat  infestations 4176 

Number  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  117 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Written 

Occupiers 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power 

539 

23 



Factories  without  Mechanical  Power  ... 
Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (includ- 

11 

1 

— 

ing  works  of  building  and  engineer- 
ing construction  but  not  including 
outworkers’  premises) 

18 

— 

— 

Total  

568 

24 

— 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

which 

Prose- 

cutions 

were 

instituted 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.  3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.  4)... 
Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(S.  6)  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

Insufficient 
Unsuitable  or 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Conveniences 
(S.  7) 

Defective  . . . 
Not  Separate 

23 

23 

— 

— 

' for  Sexes 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

(Not  including  offences  relating 
to  Home  Work  or  offences 
under  the  Sections  men- 
tioned in  the  Schedule  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of 
Powers)  Order,  1921,  and  re- 
enacted in  the  Third 
Schedule  to  the  Factories 
Act,  1937) 

8 

7 

Total  ... 
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